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12,000 comments poured in on NC’s new Trump-
backed map. And they weren't positive

By Kyle Ingram
Updated October 24, 2025 11:47 AM | B Gift Article

Protesters shout 'Shame" after new NC congressional
map is passed into law

Watch as protesters leave the Legislative Building after the new NC congressional map is passed into law. The
new map is intended to pick up another seat for Republicans, who already won 10 of the state's 14
congressional seats despite winning 53% of the statewide congressional vote. By Luciana Perez Uribe Guinassi

https://lwww.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article312614750.html/ 117
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Last week, North Carolina Republicans unveiled a plan, backed by President Donald
Trump, to redraw the state’s congressional map in order to pick up another seat for
the GOP in the 2026 midterms. Less than a week later, that map became law.

During the intervening six days, lawmakers held no public forums in the affected
areas, did no outreach to voters whose districts would be changed and heard
roughly two total hours of public comment during committee hearings in Raleigh
where each speaker was limited to one minute.
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Despite that, the legislature received over 12,000 public comments via an online
portal it set up.

A cursory review of the comments, which were released to the public by House
Minority Leader Robert Reives, show an overwhelming opposition to the new map.

Commenters accused Republicans of bowing to Trump, disenfranchising Black
voters and shutting out the public.

A smaller group of commenters supported the map, saying that Republicans
deserved another seat in Congress.

Asked if he’d reviewed the comments, Republican House Speaker Destin Hall said he
saw a few and had some sent to him.
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“This issue, it’s obviously going to animate folks on the left a lot,” he told reporters.
“..Tjust disagree with them.”

The News & Observer has compiled a sampling of the comments, organized by the
key themes that motivated their responses.

‘Abuse of power’

A large portion of the reviewed comments criticized Republicans for openly drawing
maps intended to help their own party and Trump in the midterms.

“This is a blatant and egregious abuse of power,” one commenter, who said they
were from Wilson County, wrote. “... You are more worried about cheating for a
dictator who doesn’t care about you or the American people ... History will
remember that you only win by cheating. I teach my students that CHEATERS never
win in the long run. Don’t take away our voices because you’re scared. Win fairly or
lose with dignity.”

Another commenter accused Republicans of being “afraid of fair elections.”

“Clearly, they know that they cannot win unless they rig the system by picking their
own voters, because surveys show that more than half the voters disagree with their
policies,” the commenter continued. “This cheating may work over the short term,
but it will fail over time. It is very sad that the once-proud GOP has become a lapdog
for a lawless, vengeful, power-mad president.”

Throughout the week’s hearings and votes, Republicans repeatedly and explicitly
stated that they decided to redraw North Carolina’s map because Trump asked for it.

Senate leader Phil Berger, who faces a contentious primary election against
Rockingham County Sheriff Sam Page, has denied claims that he agreed to redraw
the state’s map in exchange for an endorsement from Trump.

A deviation from process

Other commenters lambasted lawmakers for deviating from the traditional
redistricting process, in which maps are drawn every 10 years after the census and
voters are given ample time to provide public input on proposed changes.

“This is horrifying to me,” one comment said. “Redistricting happens every ten years
after the census. Republicans know this. I am a registered Republican and as much
as I hate the direction Democrats have gone, I will be voting Democrat if this
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historic “

wrote.
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data.

been race-based.”
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Some comments in favor of the map were more general, such as “proud of you guys”
or “Great! Keep going. I agree with the redistricting plan.”

Another commenter wrote that the new map “better reflects the values and voices of
the majority of our state.”

“This adjustment would help ensure fair representation, strengthen conservative
leadership, and keep North Carolina moving in the right direction,” they continued.
“Thank you for standing up for our communities and for your hard work on this
issue.”

This story was originally published October 24, 2025 at 5:00 AM.

Want to see more content like this?

Follow More of Our Reporting on In the Spotlight
WEATHER NEWS REAL ESTATE NEWS

Coastal storm sends more NC beach houses  Should Triangle homebuyers be worried

tumbling into the ocean. Here's an update. about government shutdown? What experts
say

October 29, 2025 12:20 PM October 28, 2025 9:45 AM

SEE ALL STORIES

Kyle Ingram = The News & Observer X &

Kyle Ingram is a politics reporter for the News & Observer. He reports on the legislature, voting rights and more in North
Carolina politics. He is a graduate of the Hussman School of Journalism and Media at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Part of the McClatchy Media Network

ABOUT

About Us
Contact Us
Archives

Connect with us:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Customer Service
Start a Subscription
Cancel a Subscription
Make a Payment

https://lwww.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article312614750.html/

Case 1:23-cv-01057-TDS-JLW  Document 184-22 Filed 10/31/25 Page 7 of 7

6/7



